I3o	ECONOMIC HISTORY
Control of and seventeenth centuries the trading capitalist was not
th£ccai-    content to serve as an intermediary between producer and
consumer, but sought to reduce the former to a condition
of economic dependency, or as in this case to supersede him
altogether.   The Hostmen were placed in an advantageous
position for assuming control of the mines, since the facilities
they enjoyed for the disposal of the coal enabled them to
offer better termsI.   The most notable example of this tend-
ency was the acquisition of the ' Grand Lease'.   In the
early years of Elizabeth's reign Sutton, the master of the
ordnance at Berwick, obtained a lease of the most important
collieries on the south side of the Tyne, in Whickham and
Gateshead, which belonged to the Bishop of Durham.   Cir-
cumstances favoured his enterprise, and within ten years
(1570-1580) he returned to London with ' two horse-loads
of money', reputed to be worth fifty thousand pounds2.   His
success may have been magnified, but it showed inciden-
tally that the mining industry, if it marred the fortune of
some men, made that of others.   The Bishop then granted
the lease to the Queen (1582), who assigned it in the following
year to two magistrates of Newcastle, and at the end of the
century it came into the hands of' the mayor and burgesses '
of Newcastle3.   The importance of the concession gained
for it the distinctive title of the ' Grand Lease';  and, in
conjunction with other acquisitions, it enabled the mer-
chants of Newcastle to ' engross the greatest part of the
coal-mines * * in the whole of the Tyne area.   In this way
Newcastle controlled in a large measure both the production
and sale of coal in the principal coal-fields of the kingdom ;
and it is significant that the unique position it had thus
attained coincided with an advance in the price of coal,
which evoked strenuous protests from the London authori-
ties5.
The Hostmen now proceeded to exploit the special op-
1 Records of the Hostmen, p. xxxii.
 *	Galloway, Annals of Coal Mining, i. 94.    Gardiner's account is that
Sutton obtained the lease from the Queen in 1582 :  England's Grievance
Discovered (1655), ed. 1796, p. 13.
 *	Galloway, Annals of Coal Mining, L 94-97.
 *	Records of the Hostmen, 23.	« Infra, p. 142.

